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• Over 11 years Hyperion design experience
– Hyperion Essbase (Hyperion Certified Professional)
– Hyperion Planning
– Hyperion Financial Management
– Hyperion Reports / Hyperion Application Link
– Hyperion Analyzer / Web Analysis

• Over 13 additional years in program/project management in One 
Design (OD) and Commercial Off the Shelf (COTS) software 
deliverables
– Project Management Institute (Project Management Professional)
– National Contract Management Association (Certification in Contract 

Administration)
– Institute of Management Consultants (Certified Management 

Consultant)
– Software Engineering Institute/ CMM: Level 4 (Management)

Resume of Presenter



Rationalization of Your Executive 
Dashboard

• Typically an evolution of needs / desires of both financial 
administrators and executive management
– Desire to push information “up” the corporate ladder without 

granular assistance
– Top to bottom, single version of the truth from a single 

source repository
– Simple, so a Big Purple Dinosaur who lacks opposable 

thumbs can use effectively
– An executive “Bang for the Bucks” deliverable provided with 

their tenure (time to market)



TIP #1:  Create a “Style Guide” for 
All Objects
• Major categories of Style Guide considerations (typically 

requires several meetings / chalk talks to evolve the document):



TIP #2:  Design a Template for All 
Screens
• Where does the source come from (lots of 

places)?
– Current company Web site
– Unique design
– Comparing a marketing to a financial Web site



TIP #3: Deciding on a Navigational 
Design Approach

• There are three types of navigational design options
– Enterprise

– Hierarchical

– Single Pass (Installation Style Approach using Left / Right arrows – 
Typical of a Budgeting Style approach as you see in Hyperion 
Planning)



TIP #4: Create a “Home Page” Start 
Point
• Turn off the Tabs and within User Preferences, General, set up 

a Report Group / Report to be the Home Page



TIP #5: Navigating with the “Open 
Report” Service Object



TIP #6:  Grid Object Data Displays
• Remember the big purple dinosaur?  Mind their vision when 

defining Grid Object Displays.  General Rule: The more Grey 
the background the less bold the text of the rows / columns:



TIP #7: Graph Objects Data                
Displays
• Line objects are best used as a comparison of trend (even side 

by side):



TIP #7: Graph Objects Data  
Displays (continued)
• Bar objects are typically used for both time-phased comparison 

and stacked / top providers comparisons



TIP #7: Graph Objects Data  
Displays (continued)
• Pie is best used for a single point in time comparison (usually 

driven by Tab / Drop Down / Radio Button selections)



TIP #8: Best Use of the “Drop Down” 
Object
• Multiple Drop Downs are used to drive a Grid Object:



TIP #8: Best Use of the “Drop Down” 
Object (continued)
• Multiple Drop Downs are used to drive a Grid Object (but the 

selections are placed as column headers)



TIP #8: Best Use of the “Drop Down” 
Object (continued)
• Single Drop Downs are used to drive multiple Grid Objects



TIP #8: Best Use of the “Drop Down” 
Object (continued)
• Multiple Drop Downs are used to drive Grid / Graph Objects



TIP #9: Best Use of the “Radio 
Button” Object
• Radio Buttons define column details within the Grid Objects



TIP #10: “Print Page” Versus “Print” 
Service Object
• Print Page literally prints the page currently viewed by the user

• Print Object (Service Object Selection) will print the Highlighted 
(Grid or Graph)



Thank You! and Questions?
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